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M. le Due at once went to the point, and said M. and Madame
du Maine must at once be arrested and put where they could
cause no apprehension. I supported this opinion, and showed
the perilous annoyances that might arise if this step -were not
instantly taken; as much for the purpose of striking terror into
the conspirators, as for disconcerting their schemes. I added
that there was not a moment to lose, and that it was better to
incur uncertain danger than to wait for that which was certain.
Our advice was accepted by M. le Due d'Orldans, after some
little debate. But now the question arose, where are the pri-
soners to be put ? The Bastille and Vincennes both seemed to-
me too near to Paris. Several places were named without one
appearing to suit. At last, M. le Due d'Orleans mentioned
Dourlens. I stopped him short at the name, and recommended
it warmly. I knew the governor Charost and his son to be
men of probity, faithful, virtuous, and much attachecl to the
state. Upon hthis it was agreed to send M. du Maine to
Dourlens.
Then we had to fix upon a place for his wife, and this was
more difficult; there were her sex, her fiery temper, her courage,
her daring,—all to be considered; whereas, her husband, we
knew, so dangerous as a hidden enemy, was contemptible
without his mask, and would fall into the lowest state of de-
jection in prison, trembling all over with fear of the scaifold,
and attempting nothing; his wife, on the contrary, being cap-
able of attempting anything.
Various places discussed, M. le Due d'Orleans smiled, and
proposed the chateau of Dijon ! Now, the joke of this sugges-
tion was, that Dijon belonged to M. le Due, and that he was
nephew of Madame du Maine, whom the Eegent proposed to
lock up there ! M. le Due smiled also, and said it was a little
too bad to make him the gaoler of his aunt! But all things
considered, it was found that a better choice than Dijon could
not be made, so M. le Due gave way. I fancy he had held out
more for form's sake than for any other reason. These points
settled, we separated, to meet another time, in order to make
the final arrangements for the arrest.

